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27I233Z 079445/50 

P27II02ZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6362 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 3769 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, ELAB, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI AIR FORCE TAKES OVER OPERATION OF CIVILIAN 
AIRPORTS 

REF: TEL AVIV 3340 

1 . AIR FORCE PERSONNEL TOOK OVER OPERATION AT ALL OF 
ISRAEL'S CIVILIAN AIRPORTS AS OF 2330 HOURS, MAY 26. ACTION 
WAS THE RESULT OF A THREE- WEEK "WORK-TO-RULE"MOVEMENT 
CARRIED OUT BY BEN GURION AIRPORT'S AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS. 

CONTROLLERS WERE REPORTEDLY CALLING ATTENTION TO SAFETY 
PROBLEMS AT THE AIRPORT (SEE REFTEL). AS RESULT OF PREVIOUS 
WORK ACTION, FLIGHTS WERE ENCOUNTERING LENGTHY DELAYS. ALSO, 

OTHER CIVIL AVIATION WORKDERS HAD THREATENED TO START A 
NATIONWIDE STRIKE ON MAY 27. ALL CIVILIAN AIR TRAFFIC CON- 
TORLLERS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED AND AIR FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE 
TAKEN OVER AT CONTROL TOWERS. 

2. AS OF 0930 HOURS, LOCAL TWA OFFICE REPORTS BEN GURION 
AIRPORT SITUATION IS NORMAL AND THAT THEIR MORNING 
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FLIGHT DEPARTED ON SCHEDULE. 
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